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SERMON 

St.  Luke  II.,  49. 
**  Wiat  ye  not  that  I  must  be  about  my  Father's  businesM." 

It  is  well,  right  in  the  beginning  of  my  worlc  ns 
Minister  of  this  Congregation,  that  I  try  to  innlce 
Icnown  my  conception  of  the  duties  that  r'evolve  upon 
me  by  virtue  of  this  responsible  position ;  not  only  so, 
but  I  think  it  desirable  to  make  known  my  conception 
ol"  our  united  duties  as  a  Ck>ngregation.  I  feel  that 
this  is  uee«i  ul  in  order  that  we  may  in  some  degree, 
at  least,  understand  what  to  expect  from  each  other 
as  people  and  Minister.  We  must  be  one  in  our  aims, 
efforts  and  interests,  if  the  great  work  for  which  Grod 
has  called  us  together  is  to  be  efficiently  and  effec- 
tively accomplished.  I  believe  that  our  Lord  gives  us 
in  the  words  of  our  text  the  organizing  idea,  sets 
before  us  the  only  aim  that  is  worthy  of  any  Christian 
Minister  or  people :  "  Wist  ye  not  that  I  must  be  about 
my  Father's  business." 

Now,  if  any  Minister  is  to  do  the  work  of  his 
calling,  he  must  recognize  the  principle  of  the  divlBion 
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of  labour;  and  his  people  have  a  right  to  expect  of 
htm  that  he  realize  that  he  is  called  to  do  a  particular 
work.  We  live  In  an  age  when  it  is  utterly  impossible 
for  any  iDdividual  to  give  himself  to  everything  and 
succeed  in  anything.  The  social  order,  of  which  we 
ure  members,  is  ho  complex  and  so  many  new  phases 
of  life  have  evolved,  that,  if  a  man  would  accomplish 
anything  definite,  he  must  give  himself  to  this  one  par- 
ticular work.  Men  to-day  must  be  specialists.  They 
must  devote  themselves  wholly  to  tlie  work  and  duties 
which  specially  belong  to  their  calling.  Let  a  man 
try  to  be  a  banker,  a  lawyer  and  a  physician,  and  he 
will  succeed  as  none.  He  must  give  himself  absolutely 
to  one  or  the  other.  The  work  of  this  one  he  must  do 
if  he  would  ^e  in  any  real  sense  a  success.  So  it  is 
with  the  Minister.  He  mu-  give  himself  entirely  to 
the  work  of  his  calling  if  he  would  accomplish  any- 
thing definite  or  be  a  true  success.  This  one  thing  he 
niust  do — he  must  be  about  his  Father's  business. 


Now,  our  conceptions  of  what  this  business  is 
may  vary.  It  may  imply  more  to  one,  less  to  another. 
Yet,  however  much  we  may  differ  in  our  conceptions 
of  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  when  we  stop  to  think 
deeply  and  seriously,  we  are  all  agreed  that  there  is 
one  work  which  is  first  and  before  all  others — one 
thing  about  which  everything  else  must  centre,  and 
timt  is  to  upbuild  men  into  the  higher  life,  to  lead 
them  into  the  presence  of  Qod,  into  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven.  "  The  Son  of  Man  came  to  seek  and  to  save 
the  lost."    This  's  the  one  thing  that  is  expected  of 
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every  Mlnlstei-  b*  ais  Lord  and  by  all  right  thinking 
men;  and  though  be  may  speak  with  the  tonguen  of 
men  and  of  angels,  and  though  he  may  have  the  gift 
of  prophecy,  and  understand  all  mysterleH  and  all 
knowledge,  and  have  all  faith  so  that  he  could  remove 
mountains,  and  though  he  t)estow  all  his  goods  to 
feed  the  poor,  aud  though  he  give  hlH  body  to  be 
burned,  and  have  not  charity,  it  profiteth  him 
nothing.  But  how  can  **  have  cY  Ity  without  a 
proper  appreciation  of  the  true  valu  )f  man — with- 
out knowing  that  man  himself  in  the  pearl  of  greatest 
price  whom  God  so  loved  tt^at  he  gave  His  only 
Itegotten  Son  to  save  'vni.  Mt  u'a  life  is  more  than 
Khelte'  and  clothing,  n.wi'e  than  meat  and  drink — and 
while  these  are  important  and  must  not  be  neglected — 
yet  a  Minister  may  be  faithful  In  all  these,  and  if  he 
stops  there  he  must  fall.  He  lacks  the  one  thing  need- 
ful— namely  a  passion  for  souls — which  his  people 
will  soon  discover,  and  which  renders  him  unfit  to  be 
the  shepherd  .of  his  flock.  He  may  be  everything  that 
is  desirable  intellectually,  socially  and  otherwise,  but, 
if  he  has  not  as  his  one  predor  Inant  aim  to  save  men 
and  women,  he  cannot  and  does  not  rise  to  the  require- 
ments of  his  high  calling. 


Now,  this  does  not  imply  that  a  Minister  is  to 
be  an  aacetlc,  that  he  is  to  inclose  himself  within  a 
shell  or  shut  his  eyes  to  the  many-sided  life  of  his 
fellow  man.  or  that  he  's  to  take  no  Interest  in  the 
many  activities  of  the  life  o'  his  people.  To  do  so 
would  be  to  incapacitate  himseif  Tor  his  special  work. 
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Our  Lord,  who  uttered  these  words  and  made  them 
the  predominant  principle  of  His  own  life,  was  not 
exclusive.     He  mixed  and  mingled  with  men  in  all 
their  activities.    He  entered  into  and  manifested  His 
sympathy  with  men  in  every  phase  of  their  life.    We 
see  Him  toiling  at  the  worl£-bench ;  present  at  the  place 
of    enjoyment,  taking    His    place    among  the  happy 
wedding-guests;  or  teaching  His  disciples  regarding 
the  Kingdom  He  had  come  to  establish;  or  with  the 
I)oor,   the   mained,   the  halt,  the  blind   and   broken 
hearted    gathered    around    Him  to   be  healed,  or  to 
receive   some   word  of   sympathy  and   comfort.    He 
toiled.  He  rejoiced.  He  mourned  with  the  children  of 
men.    So,  too,  it  is  not  the  place  of  the  Minister  to  be 
exclusive.     Every  phase    and    every  activity  of    life 
should  be  of  interest  to  him.    I  know  of  no  activity 
that  is  an    outlet    or    expression  of    human  nature, 
vvliich,  properly  understood  and  in  due  proportion,  is 
not  a  means  for  enriching  and  beautifying  life.     I 
know  of  no  amusement  or  recreation  with  which  I  am 
not  in  sympathy ;  but  because  of  the  abuse  and  misuse, 
and  the  many  vile  practices  that  are  now  associated 
with  many  departments  of  life,  a  man  who  stands  for 
the  higher  life,  who  is  really  interested  in  the  purity 
of    society    and   the   stability   of    our   national  life, 
scarcely  dares  in  any  way  to  recognize  or  acknowledge 
them.   He  may  be  considered  narrow,  but  who  makes 
him  so?    Those  who  are  carrying  their  liberty  over 
into  a  license,  who  are  destroying  life  by  their  abuses 
and  lack  of  a  proper  sense  of  the  fitness  of  things. 
Tf  men  would  only  use  properly   everything  that  God 
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has  given  them,  how  much  richer  and  more  beautiful 
life  would  be,  how  much  more  real  the  liberty  of  all 
men. 

However,  true  as  it  is  that  the  Minister  ought 
to  be  in  touch  and  sympathy  with  the  whole  life  of 
the  people  to  whom  he  ministers,  there  are  certain 
phases  of  his  work  more  urgent  and  more  necessary 
than  others.    There  are  in  every  congregation  those 
who    are    passing   through    '^  ppriences    and  circum- 
stances that  are  particular,     rying;  their  slcy  has 
been  clouded;  discouragement,  sorrow,  trouble,  diffi- 
culties of  one  form  and  another  are  crowding  in  upon 
them.    They  are  in  special  need  of  assistance,  sym- 
pathy and  comfort.    All  such,  it  seems  to  me,  have  a 
first  right  to  my  attention  and  special  care.    When  we 
are  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  health  and  strength,  when 
success  smiles  upon  us,  our  table  is  richly  spread  and 
surrounded  by  friends,  companions  and  loved  ones, 
when  all  our  days  are  flooded  with  sunlight,  we  have 
little  need  for  sympathy  or  encouragement ;  but  when 
this  beautiful  order  Is  reversed,  when  darkest  clouds 
cover  our  sky,  when  the  sun  Is  blotted  out  of  life  and 
It  Is  left  a  barren,  desolate  wilderness,  then  It  is  that 
we  need  the  clasp  of  the  strong  right  hand,  the  throb 
of  a  sympathetic  heart,  the  personal  touch  of  a  hope- 
ful soul.    Where  there  is  trouble,  sorrow,  suffering,  I 
feel  that  there  lies  my  first  duty  and  my  first  care.    I 
care  not  how  strong  we  may  be.  when  the  day  of 
adversity,  sorrow  and  loneliness  comes,  we  are  all  In 
need  of  a  friend,  of  sympathy  and  encouragement ;  and 
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if  the  people  catmot  look  to  their  Minister  for  this 
whither  or  to  whom  shall  they  go?  So  long  as  I  am 
Minister  of  this  congregation  never  expect  me  to  be 
elsewhere,  if  there  is  sorrow  and  suffering  to  be  min- 
istered to.  Do  not  be  afraid  to  let  me  Icnow  of  such 
at  any  time  or  in  any  place.  I  will  consider  it  your 
strongest  support,  an  act  of  greatest  kindness,  to  keep 
me  advised  of  such  conditions  of  need,  and  such  will 
receive  my  time  and  attention,  whatever  else  must  go 
undone. 


i 


But  there  is  a  greater  sorrow,  a  deeper  desola- 
tion than  that  which  comes  from  loss  of  friends, 
health  or  property.  The  withering  cloud  of  doubt  has 
passed  over  the  souls  of  many,  quenching  the  fire  of 
zeal  and  enthusiasm  and  extinguishing  the  light  of 
hope,  leaving  their  life  a  barren  waste.  Oh,  how  my 
heart  throbs  for  you  in  deepest  sympathy — a  sym- 
pathy I  have  learned  by  bitter  experience,  having 
myself  passed  through  the  fiery  furnace.  I  would 
rather  have  five  minutes  personal  dealing  with  you, 
where  I  could  discover  your  real  difficulty,  than  have 
the  privilege  of  preaching  to  you  a  hundred  sermons. 
There  are  many  who  are  wandering  in  darkness,  who 
have  lost  the  Joy  of  religion  and  the  hope  of  their 
faith,  Just  because  of  some  little  difficulty  that  might 
be  cleared  away  in  less  than  the  time  it  takes  to  tell 
it.  Many  of  our  young  people,  especially  our  students 
and  thoughtful  young  men,  and  perhaps  older  men  too, 
have  their  intellectual  difficulties.  If  there  are  any  in 
St.  Andrew's  I  want  you  to  consider  me  your  special 
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f  I  lend,  always  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  to  help 
you.  I  have  learned  a  sympathy  for  you  by  being 
forced  through  this  realm  of  darkness,  and  know  this 
— that  It  Is  possible  to  know  truth,  to  know  God, 
whether  you  and  I  have  discovered  It  or  not ;  and  let 
me  assure  you  that  If  you  are  courageous,  patient  and 
persistent,  and  continue  the  fight,  you  wHl  yet  van- 
quish the  enemy  of  darkness,  cut  your  way  through 
this  dark  night,  and  stand  bathed  In  the  light  of  the 
morning  sun.  Then  It  Is  that  you  will  thank  God  from 
the  depths  of  your  heart  that  He  forced  you  to  travel 
across  this  arid  desert,  through  this  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death,  that  you  might  have  life  and  have 
it  more  abundantly ;  that  you  might  be  bom  again  into 
a  new  enthusiasm,  a  new  faith,  a  new  conviction  for 
which  you  will  be  willing  to  give  yourself  without 
reserve  in  life,  yea  even  In  death  Itself,  If  need  be. 
The  worst  feature  of  our  present  age  Is  not  a  serious 
agnosticism,  not  scepticism  or  infidelity,  but  a  super- 
ficial Indifferent  agnosticism  which  Is  manifesting 
Itself  everywhere  In  superficial  living.  In  a  cold  dis- 
regard for  the  things  of  religion  and  the  higher  life. 
Oh,  do  not  seek  rest  in  the  unknowable !  Truth  Is  the 
rightful  possession  of  every  honest,  serious  man ;  and 
to  be  satisfied  with  anything  less  Is  unworthy  of  you. 
"  Know  the  truth  and  the  truth  will  make  you  free." 


"I  must  be  about  my  Father's  business"  does 
not  imply  simply  preaching  to  you  from  the  pulpit 
To  treat  life  eflficiently,  to  Interpret  it  truly,  we  must 
know  it  as  it  is.    A  physician  must  diagnose  his  case 
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before  be  can  prescribe  for  a  patient,  and  so  is  it  with 
the  worlc  of  the  pulpit.  If  it  is  to  be  effective,  if  it  is 
to  throb  with  real  life,  it  must  be  in  living  touch  with 
the  life  of  the  people.  Before  any  Minister  can  do  his 
best  work  there  must  be  established  a  mutual  con- 
fidence between  people  and  Minister.  What  men  are 
looking  for  everywhere  is  not  so  much  theory  or 
abstract  ideas  as  an  incarnation,  a  living  embodiment 
of  the  truth.  It  is  of  no  use  to  call  on  others  to  live 
a  life  if  one*s  own  life  is  not  a  true  example.  Our 
Lord  never  called  on  others  to  do  what  He  Himself 
could  not  do,  and  it  was  this  consistency,  this  living 
embodiment  of  the  truth,  which  was  so  impressed  on 
those  w^ho  came  into  personal  contact  with  Him.  Not 
many  of  all  to  whom  He  preached  became  His  true 
disciples.  They  were  those  who  were  with  Him  from 
day  to  day ;  who  knew  Him  personally,  who  afterwards 
stood  firmly  for  the  truth,  and  gave  themselves  in 
life  and  in  death.  There  must  be  a  mutual  confidence 
between  people  and  Minister,  before  each  can  be  to 
the  other  the  help  and  inspiration  that  are  possible. 
This  personal  fellowship  is  of  mutual  benefit.  It  Is 
utterly  impossible  to  preach  with  the  same  interest 
and  enthusiasm  and  power  to  a  strange  people,  as  to 
those  whose  joys  and  sorrows,  failures  and  successes, 
cares  and  difficulties  aie  known.  Life  in  books  and 
life  out  of  books  are  quite  difiCerent.  To  know  life 
and  interpret  it  one  must  get  into  the  closest  touch 
with  it.  For  this  reason  I  do  not  purpose  being  fixed 
to  *he  pulpit  twice  on  Sunday.  I  must  have  time  to 
mix  and  mingle  with  the  people  in  their  homes,  in  the 
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world,  in  the  battlefield  of  life.  I  cannot  hope  to  do 
my  best  work  until  I  have  come  to  know  personally 
every  member  and  adherent  of  the  congregation. 

Now,  we  must   recognize   before   closing   that 
what  applies  to  the  Minister  must  apply  to  us  together 
as  a  congregation.    As  a  congregation  God  has  called 
us  to  a  special  work.    We  too  "must  be  about  our 
Father's  business."     To  uplift  and  to  save  mankind 
must  be  our  united  aim  and  purpose.     Every  other 
effort  and  activity  must  be  a  means  to  this  end,  and 
I  know  of  no  congregation  of  which  God  should  exi)€ct 
more,  none  on  which  He  has  laid  a  greater  responsi- 
bility.   He  has  richly  blessed  us  with  the  means  for 
doing  the  most  efficient  and  effective  work.    We  have 
culture.  Intelligence,  talent,  wealth,  and  are  surrounded 
with  all  the  comforts  that  could  be  desired.    God  hap 
given  us  everything  that  is  necessary  for  the  securing 
of  the  most  efficient  congregational  life.    This  congre- 
gation   has  a  history    and   traditions  of   which  any 
congregation  might  well  be  proud ;  and  which  ought  to 
be  an  inspiration  to  us  to  give  ourselves  without  re- 
serve, to  enter  into  the  work  which  God  has  given 
us  to  do    with    all    the    resolution,  enthusiasm    and 
strength  at  our  command.     Many  noble  men  and  women 
have  given  their  means  and  themselves  for  the  cause 
and  the  life  of  St.  Andrew's.    They  now  rest  from 
their  labours,  but  their  memories  are  fresh  and  in- 
spiring.   Their  influence  and  works  continue  to  bless 
mankind  to-day.    Many  strong,  able  and  consecrated 
men  have  addressed  you  from  this  pulpit.    Bach  has 
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played  his  part  and  done  a  work  none  else  could  do ; 
but  the  memory  of  one  is  especially  sacred  to  St. 
Andrew's,  and  well  it  might  be.  He  gave  bis  means, 
he  gave  his  life,  he  gave  his  all.  As  a  result  of  that 
noble  self-sacrifice  St.  Andrew's  once  stood  amongst 
the  first  In  liberality  and  service.  No  other  congrega- 
tion held  a  higher  place  in  the  Canadian  Church,  and 
as  a  result  of  that  beautiful  life  no  other  congregation 
to-day  is  better  known  in  the  Canadian  Church  or  In 
the  Old  Land.  All  this,  because  of  the  noble  self- 
sacrifice  he  made  and  the  noble  response  of  the  godly 
men  and  women  who  gathered  round  him  and  upheld 
his  hands. 


\ 


Now,  I  have  great  faith  in  St.  Andrew's  just  be- 
cause it  is  the  embodiment  of  this  beautiful  life  of  the 
past.  The  noble  life  of  the  past  that  has  given  tone 
and  character  and  pov.  er  to  this  congregation  cannot 
go  for  naught.  I  believe  in  the  perfection  of  Divine 
economy.  "No  flower  is  bom  to  blush  unseen  and 
waste  its  sweetness  on  the  desert  air."  These  are 
beautiful  words,  but  convey  a  wrong  conception.  There 
is  continuity  in  God's  order,  and  He  has  a  high  place 
and  noble  calling  for  this  congregation.  But  If  we 
would  be  great  we  must  be  willing  to  rise  to  this  by 
the  one  appointed  way.  "  He  that  would  be  great 
among  you  let  him  be  your  minister.  He  that  be 
chief  among  you  let  him  be  your  servant."  We  must 
be  willing  to  give  not  only  our  prayers,  our  Interest, 
our  means,  but  ourselves.  The  one  thing  we  need 
more  than  anything  else  to-day  is  consecrated  person- 
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ality  that  is  willing  to  expend  itself  in  indlviduul  in- 
terest and  contact  with  others.  Soul  must  8i)eak  to  soui 
if  men  and  women  are  to  be  saved.  Cliaracter  aioue  can 
appeal  to  character,  life  to  life.  All  our  efforts  must 
end  in  vain  without  this  real  touch  of  life  witli  life, 
this  personal  interest,  individual  contact.  We  may 
minister  to  the  wants  of  the  needy  and  suffering,  pro- 
vide clothing  and  shelter,  but  if  we  have  not  thereby 
brought  them  nearer  to  Gor,  have  not  touched  and 
enriched  the  character,  nothing  permanent  has  been 
done,  and  there  must  follow  a  continuous  sinking  back 
again  into  the  old  or  worse  conditions. 


Finally,  permit  me  to  appeal  to  the  young 
I)eople.  The  future  of  this  congregation  and  of  the 
beautiful  land  God  has  given  us  as  a  heritage  rests 
with  us.  Our  forefathers  and  those  who  have  gone 
before  them  fought  nol)ly  in  the  past,  and  have  handed 
over  to  us  a  goodly  possession,  and  with  it  a  great 
responsibility.  Many  amongst  us  who  have  borne  the 
heat  and  burden  of  the  day  are  growing  faint  and 
weary,  and  feel  that  they  must  soon  put  off  the  regi- 
mentals, lay  down  the  weapons  of  warfare,  but  they 
are  looking  to  us  to  buckle  on  the  armour,  take  up 
these  weapons  which  they  have  laid  aside,  and  not 
only  hold  the  territory  they  have  conquered,  but  to 
be  aggressive,  to  continue  the  campaign  until  the 
enemy  of  darkness  is  vanquished  and  every  land  and 
nation  have  become  the  possession  and  loyal  subjects 
of  the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  of  His  Christ. 
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My  young  fricndP,  when  I  received  the  call  to 
St  Andrew's,  many  of  you  pledged  your  most  cordial 
support  if  I  would  accept  the  position.  That  I  have 
done  so  is  evidence  that  I  have  talceu  you  seriously. 
I  am  looking  for  your  strong,  most  hearty  and 
vigorous  service.  Are  you  willing  ?  If  so,  God  is 
waiting  to  quickly  acknowledge  us,  to  restore  to  us 
a)]  lost  prestige,  to  raise  us  to  the  highest  place  among 
those  who  serve.  "  The  Lord  of  Hosts  is  with  us  and 
the  God  of  Jacob  is  our  refuge,"  if  only  we  are  willing 
and  obedient  and  in  earnest  about  our  Father's 
business. 


